
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 2012 Legislative Session the Alcohol Abuse Tracking Committee (AATC) was created in HB354 

Alcohol Beverage Amendments.  The committee’s responsibilities are to determine if data is being 

collected and if not how it can be collected in the following 5 areas: 

 Number of individuals who have been convicted of or plead guilty to underage drinking of 

alcohol. 

 Number of individuals who have been convicted of or plead guilty to driving under the influence 

of alcohol. 

 Violations statewide of Title 32B, Alcoholic Beverage Control Act related to over-serving or over-

consumption of an alcoholic product. 

 The social costs associated with abuse of alcohol. 

 Where alcohol products are obtained that resulted in the previous violations or costs. 

 

The committee met for the first time May 10, 2012 with subsequent meetings being held June 21, 2012, 

August 23, 2012 and September 20, 2012.  

It was evident early on that the information is already being gathered and the need is in coordinating it 

all together.  After looking at available reports, the committee put in a request to add questions to the 

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System. There is also a new mapping report prepared by DTS.  

With the next step of the committee being the compiling of the information together into a report, any 

input from the Business and Labor Interim Committee would be welcome.  
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The purpose of this report is outlined under Utah State Code 53-1-119 (8): 

(8) Prior to the October 2012 Interim meeting of the Business and Labor Interim Committee, the          

committee shall report to the Business and Labor Interim Committee: 

     (a) a list of information to be collected; 

     (b) standards to be used in collecting the information; 

     (c) criteria to be used in determining the level and extent that alcohol is related or contributed to 

the activities for which data is to be collected; and 

     (d) how the collection of data will verify the presence of alcohol, blood alcohol levels, and 

differentiate between persons using other substances of impairment and persons consuming 

alcoholic beverages.  

 



 
 
 

 

 

Surveys and Reports the Alcohol Abuse Tracking Committee (AATC) recommends: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) 

BRFSS is a telephone (land line and cellular) survey of Utah adults outside of institutional settings. It 

is coordinated by CDC and done in all States. In Utah it is conducted by the Utah Department of 

Health. BRFSS collects information on a variety of health behaviors such as diet, physical activity, 

tobacco, and alcohol use. It includes questions that identify two patterns of high risk alcohol 

consumption, "chronic drinking" (more than 60 drinks per month) and "binge drinking" (more than 5 

drinks on one occasion in past month). For CY 2013, the AATC proposed adding supplementary 

questions about the source and circumstances of drinking for those who report binge drinking. 

 

Student Health and Risk Prevention (SHARP) 

The Student Health and Risk Prevention (SHARP) Survey is a biennial survey administered to 

approximately 60,000 students in the 6th, 8th, 10th, and 12th grades.  This survey has been tested and 

evaluated to safely collect data on youth substance use, perceptions of risk, and mental health issues. 

The SHARP Survey has been administered successfully in the State of Utah since 2003 (other versions 

were used prior to that year, but 2003 is the consistent survey year). This information is used in 

planning for programs and services throughout the State of Utah.  The SHARP report is available 

online at http://www.dsamh.utah.gov/sharp.htm 

 

Utah State Substance and Abuse Epidemiological Profile (Epi Profile) 

The EPI Profile is Utah specific data related to substance use and the consequences.  This information 

includes epidemiological data such as, but not limited to, adult and youth alcohol consumption, 

suicide rates, prescription drug overdoses (fatal and hospitalizations), and arrest rates.  This data is 

used for planning purposes.  The data itself is collected from multiple datasets - the Drug Abuse 

Warning Network (DAWN), FBI, Law Enforcement, Utah Department of Health (BRFSS, Vital Statistics 

from IBIS), and National Survey on Drug Use in Households (NSDUH) along with our Student Health 

and Risk Prevention (SHARP) Survey. An online version of the hard copy report is available at 

http://dsamh.utah.gov/docs/seow_final_epi_report_2010.pdf 

 

Statewide Epidemiological Outcome Workgroup (SEOW) 

The SEOW report will use an accepted model to estimate the cost of alcohol abuse in Utah.   The 

model is titled “Economic Costs of Excessive Alcohol Consumption in the U.S., 2006” and is the most 

recent national model.  The article was published in 2011 by the author, Henrick Harwood and his 

associates.  The 2011 article builds on previous studies and attempts to provide a more current 

estimate of the costs of alcohol abuse.  Several states have used the methodology in this report to 

build their own state estimate of the cost of alcohol abuse. 

 

http://www.dsamh.utah.gov/sharp.htm
http://dsamh.utah.gov/docs/seow_final_epi_report_2010.pdf


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eliminating Alcohol Sales to Youth (EASY) 

The EASY report is data gathered from off-premise Covert Underage Buyer (CUB) operations.  The 

data is collected directly from the agencies conducting the checks.  For FY2006 - FY2012, the 

information was put into the Utah Criminal Justice Information System (UCJIS) which then 

transferred the data to the www.easy.utah.gov website.  The report includes the number of 

compliance checks completed by agency, the number of retailers that were compliant (did not sell), 

the compliance percentage and the amount reimbursed to agency. 

 

Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice (CCJJ) Cost/Benefit 

The report will be a product of CCJJs efforts to create a cost/benefit model for use in evaluating 

criminal justice programming as a statistical model that helps predict the cost to taxpayers for the 

investigation, arrest, prosecution, and incarceration of murder and non-negligent manslaughter, 

forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, and the property crimes of burglary, larceny-theft, and 

motor vehicle theft.  They also have gathered and know the total number of arrests that occurred 

from 2005-2010 in each of these categories.  The AATC will need to estimate the percent in each of 

the crime categories that can be attributed to alcohol abuse and then CCJJ will be able to generate 

an estimate of total cost. 

 

Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (DABC) 

The DABC reports include the Violation Type Summary specific to sales to a minor and over-
serving along with the Year End Complaint Log of all violations for DABC Licensees. The reports' 
information will include, but is not limited to, location name, violation, and if there is a previous 
violation history. 

 

Utah State Courts – Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) 

The AOC report will provide DUI/Drug (41-6a-502), Alcohol Related Offenses including those that 

pertain to underage drinking, and Title 32B Alcohol Beverage Control Act filing counts, disposition 

counts and conviction counts.  The Courts do not have a solid way to differentiate the DUI/Drug 41-

6a-502 statute to break out Alcohol Related DUI’s vs. Drug Related DUI’s.  The current statute 

encapsulates both elements in a single offense violation code.  This data can be provided for District 

Courts, Justice Courts and Juvenile Courts Statewide. 

The statistics will be pulled from CORIS (Courts Information Management System) and CARE 

(Juvenile Case Management System). 

 

Department of Corrections (DOC) 

DOC uses the Level of Services Inventory (LSI) to determine an offender's needs and risks. It is a 

validated and much used assessment instrument. One of the questions on the LSI indicates whether 

the offender has a current alcohol problem. 

http://www.easy.utah.gov/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants in AATC include:

 Department of Public Safety 

 Rep. Ryan Wilcox 

 Sen. John Valentine 

 Department of Workforce Services 

 Department of Health 

 Utah Substance Abuse Advisory Council 

 Utah State Courts – Administrative Office of 

the Courts 

 Department of Technology Services 

 Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 

 Department of Human Services 

 Department of Corrections 

 Statewide Epidemiological Outcome 

Workgroup (SEOW) 

 State Bureau of Investigations 

 Utah Highway Patrol 

 Driver License Division 

 Highway Safety 

 Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 

 Cottonwood Police Department 

 Commission on Criminal and Juvenile 

Justice (CCJJ)

 

Department of Technology Services (DTS) 

DTS mapping will pull address information for alcohol related offences that have been extracted 
from the electronic citation submission repository (available from approximately 50% of law 
enforcement agencies in Utah) and sent to the Automated Geographic Reference Center (AGRC) for 
geocoding.  After geocoding is done, the information is added back into the repository and summary 
information is extracted that AGRC can use for mapping. The same process is being used for the 
alcohol related accident data, where we will also be looking at the driver’s address as well as the 
registered owner's address.   When the information is shown on the map, no personal information 
will be seen.  We are looking around the first of November 2012 to have the mapping up and 
accessible. 
 

 Department of Workforce Services (DWS) 

DWS has information for a limited number of individuals participating in public assistance programs 

or job training (approximately 20,000 individuals per year in case management).  Among these, they 

inquire about indications of alcohol abuse; however, disclosure is voluntary and (generally) 

unsubstantiated.   

 They can provide a quick count of individuals in their systems (since year 2000) with CAGE 
indicators.  CAGE is a 4 item, relatively non-confrontational questionnaire for detection of 
alcoholism.  The 4 questions are: 
1.  Have you felt the need to Cut down on your drinking? 
2.  Do you feel Annoyed by people complaining about your drinking? 
3.  Do you ever feel Guilty about your drinking? 
4.  Do you ever drink an Eye-opener in the morning to relieve shakes? 

The first letters in the bold statements make up the CAGE acronym by which the assessment is 
known. 

 

Department of Public Safety/State Bureau of Investigations (SBI) 

The SBI report will show on premise and off premise Covert Underage Buyer operations with how 

many restaurants, clubs/bars, and retail stores they visited and how many served to the underage 

buyers. 


